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Prime Minifters, Sfc. 

T has been the juil: Obfervation of 
Travellers, that no one Man is 
more to be diftingoifhed from a^ 
nother by his Features, than one 
Nation is from another, by its po- 
culiar Turn of Genius. The Man- 
ners of every Country arc £o a- 
dapted to the particular Form of Government, 
that prevails amongfl them, that it is icarcc po& 
iible to alter the o/;^, without firft debauching the 
0her. The fevcral Revolutions, that have hap- 
pened in the States of Europe^ are fo manv Dc- 
monilrations of this Truth. It icems inaeed to 
have been the Wifdom of Providence to eftabliifa 
fo evident a Tcft, by which c^ciy Nation might 
plainly perceive what Steps muft naturally lead to 
their Deftrudion, that lb no Nation might be de-* 
firoyed^ but by its XDwn Confent. If tl^efbre at 
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any Time a Fkee People (by Nature hatdy, by 
Cuftom frugal and induftriou5> and by their Situ* 
ation incapable of fubliiting but by their own La** 
bour, Manufactures and Trade) fhould behdd 
Luxuf y. Sloth, Vice and Corruption breaking in 
upon them, like a Torrent ; and ihould difcover a 
Man in high Station to be the Promoter of this 
dcftrudive Change of Manners;. they can no longer 
doubt that He is engaged in a Defign to enflavc 
them; And if fuch a Nation fhould tamely fuScr 
their Corrupter to continue in the Exerdie of 
Power, they may juftly be accufed of confenting 
to their own Ruin ; for Statefinen are not eafily 
frightened from their Purpofc ; much Ids are they 
fubjci^ to Repentance for their Crimes. Neceffity 
drives them on ; and He, who has once made an 
open Attack upon the Conftitution of his Coun- 
try, will never think himfclf fafe from publick Ju- 
ftice, but by its total Subverfion ; which therctorc 
' He muft accomplifh at the Peril of his Head. 
There is no Singularity in the Genius of the 
Britijh Nation, that has been more remarked by 
Foreigners, nor more cenfured • by polite* W riters 
(who were bom under abfolute Governments) than 
OMT Jlrong Inclination to a Change of MiniJierSy 
but had thefe Gentlemen been better acquamted 
. with us, they would have found this Lome of Change 
never grew to any Height till the Power, which 
our Co|iftitutiondiilributesamongft/h;^r^/ Minijlersy 
was all centured in one Man. And to our Honour 
be it faid, there is no Turn more peculiar to a 
Briionj none that has more frequently preferved 
cur Liberties, than that infuperable Hatred to a 
Prime Minister, which has always prevailed in 
this Kingdom. It may well be called our Palla^ 
dium. "Whilft we retain *7)&^f, our Conftitution muft 
be out of Danger ; whcnfoevcr we are debauched 
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from ity viCy like the reft of our Neighbours, muft 
become Slaves. For it Iccms next to an Impoffi- 
bility, that Great Britain ihould be ripenfed for 
Chains, but by fuch a Creature qf Power \ and pro- 
portionrd to the Hazard our Conftitution is in by 
a Prime Minister, has been the national An- 
. tipathy in all Ages to this Prelimindry Tyrant. 
Whilft Power is lodged in many Hands, wc 
both obey and cherilh it. There is nothing in it to 
• alarm us. Several great and able Men^ jointly en- 
gaged in one Adminifirationy but ading indppeo- 
oant of one another in their difierent Stations, is 
the only Model of Government fuitcd to the Lo- 
giflature, fuited to the very Genius of the Britijb 
Nation. Minifiers^ on fuch a Foot, are mutual 
Checks upon each other; each of them has his 
. diftinA Set of Adherents, Ibme of whom Alliance, 
Friendihip, Efteem, and perhaps Expcdlations u- 
nite in his particular Intereft ; but his main Sup- 
port muft be the Character he bears in his Coun- 
try. When a Number of fuch great Men join, 
they draw with them a large Body of the Nation, 
and cannot therefore adt but upon Principles, that 
. may preferve to Them their Popularity amongft their 
Fellow-Sulgedis. Such a Minfery is built upon the 
ftrong Bafis of the People's AgeBion* It is Thaty 
which gives Them Strength to do their Mafters 
. Bufinefs, and their Majier can oflcr fuch Men no 
Degrees of Power or Wealth, that would be an Er 
quivaleht, even in Point of Intereft, to the Lo(s of 
dieir GharaSer. 

> Rcverfc this noble Prolpeft, and behold the 
Power of many Minifters^r/i»it up into the Fiji of 
one ambitious Man. Can fuch an one fubiift by 
any Art, but That of Corruption ? He can have no 
perlbnal Intereft, to draw any Numbers along with 
hiixu Men of real Worth and Influence in their 
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Country are too much hb Equala (pctfaa^s Stipe^ 
-riours) not to fcorn to adt under him. Men of 
^reat Abilities will icarce omplo^ them 'as the 
-fman Tools of another's Power. What He wants 
therefore in Weighty the Pkime Mikti^ter maft 
•endeavour to fupply in Numbers. And ^ He can^ 
not gain Thefe by nis natural Strength^ he muft in'* 
Produce an effeminate Lumryy that may fupplant 
^the innate Sturdinefii, for which the EngUp have 
*fb long been famous^ djid by.corrujtting our Man» 
-ffersy he may coinc to corrupt our Vetesi And if 
« he can, by an extravagant Way of living omongft 
•the Gentry, bring many of ihem into a neceflitoiis 
^Dependance, ^He may lor fbme Time maintain his 
^Power againft the :Bcnt of a whole People. But 
^even This muft fail him ; for as Oorrtiftion is the 
Prime Mihister^s fole Inftrument of State, fo 
That by Degrees will growfo vtry cravifig^ that 
he will find it hard to latisfy. Then it is^ that He 
becomes delperate in his Projc<9:s ; Yiv&Cteatures are 
*«o longer trae to him than whilft tbcy«e feedif^ ; 
his other FcHow-Siibje&s (opprdky and / plondeiSd 
^o gorge ThefeJ are -all united to his Boiin ; and 
he has no other Method ieft to icreen himielf from 
their Rcfcntments, than by throwing into his -A&- 
Jter^s Hand fuch an aifolute Power j as may be fut- 
•ficicnt to prated him againft the whde Kangdom, 
if his Majter be weak enough to ^ fland «pon the 
narrow Bottom of his Minijfer. 

This has been and This muft be die defperate 
Game of every Prjme Minister in this Coun- 
try. Juftly therefore is fuch an one theObjedlof 
the People's Hatred. Should we ranlack the JJri- 
tip Hiftory, we Ihall find our wifeft Monarchs had 
no fuch Jlainijter ; and amongft thofe Princes^ who 
liad, we learn that fome were betrayed by their 
MiNiON; as foon as He faw the fovcrcign Power 
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ovas too weak to protcft- him ; others, we read, 
loft both their Crown and Life in too obftinate an 
Adherence to a hated Favmrite ; and fomc, thcf 
very few, have &ved themfelvea, by honourably 
giving np a wichd Mincer tothejultice of an 
injured Nation^ To fct This in a clear Light, I 
ihall briefly run through all the Reigns, firom the 
Conqueft down to the Reftoration. 

William the F?rst, who was by Nature 1066. 
Ibrmed to keep, as well as gain a Crown, never 
would truft his Power in one Hand. But when' , 
tthc moft potent of his A^ijiers (Odoy Bifhop of 
Bayeux and Elarl of Kent J had, by his rapacious 
Management of the publick Money, ama&'d a' 
mighty TreafurC) and was forming a Scheme to 
ffiablijb himfelf independent of his Majler,, thcKcnnct* 
Hiftorian intbrrtis us, that ^c wife King ^^took*^^>^* ^/ 
^* him from amidft a Confluence of Noblemen and ^"^7. 
♦^ Gentry, who atteniled on Htni^ and at once /. 1 1 1 . 
^ difappdnted all his ambitious Views, by a ilri6t 
^^ ImprifcHHuent, and he was afterwards obliged to 
^^ abjure the Realm. 

William the Second, whom our Hiftories '°^7- 
r^refent as a Prince of ^ fierce and ayaidtious' \"^' 
Temper, vf^iS wholly under the Influence ofHa^^^^^^/ 
pulphj BiJhopofDmrhamy who, by new Methodsof ^J/^ ||^* 
iqueczing^ and oj^refling the People, fo fed his/. 117. 
Maficr^s inlatiablc Thirft after Money, as to bc-/>- »«9- 
come the principal DireSlor of his Counfcls. His 
male Adminiftration difpofed the Subjeds to re- 
volt. One Gonfpiracy broke out in the Year 10^5; 
a«d another more formidable was ripe for Execu- 
tion, when the King^s Death prevented it. He 
was killed in the new Foreft by one Walter ^rrel^ 
whether by Mifchancc, or by Defign, is not agreed ; 
but the Hiftorian tells us, ^^ That this Prince /i/V. 
f^ jxiight have had an ahfolutc Government of all/- n?- 
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'^^ his SuWcAs, had he fought it by endearing 
^^ Ads ; but fccking to eftablilh it by Force, he 
^^ made both himfelf and his People milcrable. 
00. Henry the First, who is juftly reckoned 

amongft the wifefi of our Princes, nad no Pkime 
• MINISTER. He fought out the moft able Men in 
his Kingdom for the Offices of State, preferring 
fuch only as were acceptable to the People. The 
'fi'^f Hillorian obfcrvee^ *^ That he took the ' beft 
^glan , a Qq^y{cs to plealc and gratify his Subjeds ; by 
123!. " feeing himfelf that no Corrisptioffy ov Opprejfion 
^^ Ihould burthen, the Country; by making fre- 
^' quent Progreflcs to obferye how his Realm was 
*' ordered in every Part of it ; by being affiblc 
*^ and eafy of Acccfs, fo that all might enjoy his 
*' Company ; and by being hofpitablc, fo that all • 
" might fhare of his good Cheer. 
;a ^ Nothing fo much endeared him to the Nation, \ 
gland, as *^ the committing to a ftrcight and loathfomc 
L I. /. u Prifon Ranulph ^ Durham y the Prime Mi- 
'• " NisTER and Oppreflbr of the former Reign.** 
And after That, when one of his own Miniftry,' 
Robert Earl of Malknty had by his Condudk incur- 
red the People's Hatred^ ^^ he firft difgriiced him, 
^' f' <^ and then ftript him of his vaftEftate. 
,3j. KiN(^ Stephen, according to our Hiftorians, 
d. /. ^' was cledied to the Crown upon this Coniidcra^ 
5' ^^ tion ; that by preferring one, whofe Title was 
" weak, the Nation might be better fecurcd in 
*^ their antient Liberties, than they could be un- 
^' der one, that came to the Throne by lineal 
** Defccnt. Accordingly the Fealty (worn to him 
^^ was upon Condition that he obterved the Te- ' 
*^ nor 01 a Charter, wherein the Rights and Li- 
" bertiesoftheSubjeta were declared,'' But his 
^- P' Prime Minister Alberic de Ver having led him. 
7* ipp arbitrary Meafurc^ the Natioo revolted ffora 
feii. him 
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him tp the Etnprefs Matidy who was the rightful 
Heir of the Crown by Defcent. She too had 
a Prime Minister, the Bijhop of Winchejier^ - 
who, though Brother to Sttphcfi^ had let the Crown 
on her Head : but in whom flie rcpofed, too great a 
Confidence, For . this ambitious Statefman (per- ''^'^' t* 
ceiving the Londf>mrs averfe to Maud^ and that J ^^^ 
the whole Nation began to diflike her) confultcd 
his own Intercft by a private Treaty with htt 
CofnpetitOTy and having obtained his^, own Terms, 
obliged his royal Miftrefs to quit the Kingdom, 
and retire to her own Dominions beyond Sea. 

Henry the Second in all his Reign had but "55- 
one Prime Minister ; to whom all the Trou- 
bles, or the Seeds at leaft of all the Troubles of 
his Life were owing. This was the famous Tho-UAd. p. 
mas Bcfkety who was for fbme Years thcfole Mch ' ^4* 
fiager of all Affairs of State, and was entrufted ^^^ 
■with the Care of the Education of the King's 
cldeft Soa But this wicked Minijitr was no foon- 
cr raifed to an independent State, than he cnter'd 
into an open Oppofition to his Mafterj^ diftreft 
him in all his Councils ; and concerted fuch Mea- 
lures with the young Prince, who had been under 
his Tuition, as produced an open Rupture between 
the Father and Svn^ which lafted even after the /jj/y. ^. 
Author of it had been long bury *d ; and to which 143. 
the /'// CondtiSi of Queen Eleanor not a little con- 
tributed. Many indeed have imputed^ all the Di- 
fafters of this unhappy Reign (which ended in a 
Conffbiracy of the two Sons againft their Father, i^-id. p. 
that broke his Heart) to the Judgments of Hca-'33 
vcn^upon the King, inafmuch as He had ilnn'd^' *'^* 
againft the Laws of Nature and of Confcience in 
the beginning of his Reign, by an open Violation 
and Difobedience of his Fatht/s Will. 

B Richard 
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ibid. p. Part of his Time beyond Sea, fo he unhappily veil- 
J^^* cd his whole Power in the narrow Hands of one 
Prime Minister, the Bijbop of Ely '^ who foon 
exerted his Authority ^ independent 6f his Majlety 
Hiftory informs us, that he not only imprifoned 
and oppr^ll. the King's beft Subjedb, but even 
•t:urncd out his perfonal Favourites. He excluded 
the Nobility and thofe Minifters, whom the King 
"had jomed in Commiffion with him, from any 
Share of Government, and aded in fo arbitrary 
and infolent a Manner, as render d him. odious to 
.the whole Kingdom. The Nation, no. longer able 
to bear with his Opprellion, invited from beyond ' 
Sea Earl John^ who had thereby an Opportunity 
of afluming the Government, whilft his unhappy 
Brother the King (being taken Prifoner by the 
Emperor, in his Return from the Holy Land) h^d 
well nigh loft his Life and Kingdom, by thus im- 
prudently puttiitg the Reins of Go vernnient into 
the Hands- of one ilUchofen Minifier^ who could 
not hold them. 
1199. King John, who fucceeded him, was a poor, 

weak Prince, governed by the Man, who had the 
beft Addrefs to flatter him, and moft of adl by 
fuch, who ofiered him new Methods of raifiag 
ibul f. . Money on the People. By this Secret Huberty 
^ 5r- Archbifhop^ of Cairterbury^ became thc/ole JDire^or 
of his Councils; which he conducted in fuch an 
arbitrary Manner, as to raife a civil War ; in the 
very beginning of which, this pectwiary ProjeHor 
dyed. His Succeflbr in Favour and in Power was 
iM. p, J^hr^ Gray^ a Norfolk. Man^ who for his private 
intcrcft (as the Hiftorian reports) engaged his 
Maftcr firft. in idle Contejls abroad with the Pope 
and the King of France:^ and then perfuaded him 
cto mean Submiffions to thcfe very Enemies, he 

had 
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had procured him, which difguftcd all the Sub- 
p6ts at home ; for the Nation could not bear that 
Strangers Aould offer hdigmPies to the King and 
Kingdom, with Impunity. This Norfolk Mauy 
being thus become the Obieft of the People's Ha- 
tred, next procured for his Majfer a conliderable 
Body o{ foreign Troopsy Which he kept in Pay, in ^^^^- f' 
order to conquer his own Subjects; and this bad ^ '^* 
Step drew on an Inyafion ; fo that our wretched 
Country was wafted by two contending Armies, 
tiHthc unhappy Monarch himfelt^ being in the End 
dcferted on aft Hands, was poyfoned ^t Swine/head '^^^ f' 
'Mbey^ and died unpitied, as he » had lived unbc- * 
loved. ' . 

" Henry the Third^ a Prince qftable to learn 1216. 
Wifdom from his Father's Misfortunes^ was all his 
Life a -wretched Prey to Favourites, fiughy ox 
'-Hubert de Burgh was the firA ;- of whom the 
Hiitoriah fays, '-'^ That he forced the People tg ^^fi ^f 
" pay as he phafed^ qvd* mt ac^rdiiig to their Abi^ England. 
•^* liHes: His ill Condud bred an Infurredtiou ^'-^ij, '^' 
"gainft the King, who at length forfook him ; being hid. p. 
convinced of this Minifter's Folly ^ in expending *74- 
the Treafure of the Nation in frnitlefs ana Jloame^ 
fttl Expedition J and of his Frauds in applying no 
Tmall Share of it to his own private Ule ; and for 
his niale Adminiftration he was both difgraced 
-und- imprifpned. But no fooner was the poor Mo- 
narch delivered from this dcftrudtive Efigroffer ofnu. 
Powety than he fell into the Hands of another; 
Petery Biihop of Wifjchejfer. This Man and his 
Creatures fo harrafs'd the Kingdom with Taxes, 
that the King was forced to fummon a Parliament, 
in order to prevent a civil War. " The Barons /^^v, 
^^ fcnt the King Word they would not come to 
•** Parliament, tiU he removed the Bifliop of JTm- 
*' ^h^er from his Court ; which if he rcfufed to 
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" do, they would turn him and his evil Coun-^ 
" fellor out of the Realm, and choofe a new 
" King.'' And indeed this unhappy Reign was 
afterwards but one continued Scene of Opprcffioa 
and civil War, occafion'd by the wicked Mimjiersy 
who fucceffively cngrofs'd the Sovereign's Ear, 
and made him quarrel with his worthieft Sub-» 
i3iJ. p. Jed's ; 'till at lait one Prime Mi fitter (Simon de 
17^' Montforty Earl of LeiceJierJ whom he had raifcd 
from nothing, employed all the Power his Mailer 
had weakly put into his Hands> in Oppofition tQ 
him. He firft raifcd an Army, and then attacked 
ihU, f. the King at Lewis ^ where he defeated and took 
hini Prifoner, and kept him under clofe Confine- 
ment for near two Years, himfelf all the while 
•governing the Nation in his Name ; till the brave 
Prince Edward flew this traitcrous Prime Mini" 
Jier at E'vejkamy and thereby fet both the King 
and Kingdom at Liberty. 
127^- Edwa; D THE First, who may well bcjrank* 

ed amongft the greateft Princes, that ever reign'd 
in this or any other Country, never bcftow'df his 
Confidence on one Man only, but fought the ablefl: 
ibid. > of his Nobles for publick rofts, in which he gave 
^^^' to each an equal Share of Power. He feverely 
punilhed every one in Employment, whp was found 
p. 194. guilty of Oppreliion or Injuftice^ and no left than 
thirteen of his judges were at one Time con- 
demned by him ibr Extortion j and fined 100,000 
Marks, which was then as much as 800,000 would 
iSiJ. />. be at this Tiine^ To this wife Prince wc owe 
^ 9^- the bcft Laws in being to this Day, for ftcuring 
''^^' the Liberties and Properties of the Subjeift ; for 
ao2. he in all Things confultcd his People's Intereft 
and their Inclination rather than his own. And in 
nothing was his Sagacity more remarkable, thaa 
in, foretelling his Son's udjiappy Fate. 
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Edward the Second (as Hiftory irtfbrm$^ 202- 
us) wa§ very popular at firft. *' Never Prince 
** came to the Grown with greater Love and more 
•* general Applaufe of all his Subjeds, than he 
^^ did J which might have been fecured to him 
** by a little wife Management/' But when it ap- 
peared he hated all his Father's real Friends^ and ibid. 
that he violated his Father's laft Will, by re- 
palling (^OFDefton from Banilhment j the Avernon to 
him grew as univerfal as the Applaufe had been* 
His frime Minifter Gavejton became fo odious to i^i^ P^ 
the Nation, that the Nqhks rofc in Arms againft *®3' 
him, and having fcized jupon him, they executed^^ ^o^ 
laim without a Tryah This Minion was no fooiv- 
cr deftroycd, than two others rofe in his Stead : P* 206^ 
the Spenfersy Father and Son. Thcfe Men fo vexed 
the Feople with their arbitrary Impofitions, that 
4t drew on a civil War : in whidi one of the Spen^p. 209, 
fers was taken bv the iNobles, and put to Death. as **^ 
a Tray tor ^ ana the poor Monarch himfelf loft 
his Crown and bis Life foon after. . ' 

Edwakd the Third, in "bis Mmority, was 
.under the ufurp'd Tuition of the Queen 'his Mo* ]^^^'^ 
ther. During her weak Adniiniftration^ Mortimer 21 1. 
was fole Mtjjijier, . His bafe Murder of the dc- ibid, p^ 
pofed King, his fcandalous Treaty with ti^zScotSy ^^2. 
his rapacious Sale of publick Offices, and his opcn^ ^'** 
Robbery of the Nation's Treafurc, had fo dit 
thonoured and incenfed the whole Kangdom, that 
.whilft he was wholly taken up with inventing new 
Methods for aggrandizing himfelf and ^1 his 
Kindred, the Nobles conlpired to feize upon his 
Perfon; which being done, they forced the Queen 
to call a Parliament j in which flic herfelf was 
. flript of all her ill-conduded Authority, and her 
Minion Mortimer was hang'd and drawn at Ijbutn. 
Puring the reft of this long and glorious Rcign, ^'^'^ 

there 



(14) 

tlicro^ ^as, no Ptitne J^HniftcTy but many of thofc 
^tatjcfineq, who^i the Kin^ employed;, were at dif- 
iferent Times called by him to a ftridl Accoun^ 
^H bafe Pra^ticeSj^ . ki raifing omrejjhe -Taxes ^ 
Bift^ of ^^t(fli mrup /Dealing VA the Treafary. The 
^;;,Sl^^' CbancellQT, Tr^afurer, Chief Juftrcs^ and Fivg 
216. more, w<;re for thcfc Crimes miprifoned in the 
Y^r 1 340 ; an4 (;he Archbilhop 01 Canterbury was 
md. p. ^ifgrac^djfbr the feme illGonduca in 1341. The 
^' * ^ycyc l^unilhments inflidcd by this mife Monarch 
/. ^4. 9p cpr^qpt^ Jucfces ; the wholefomc Laws made by 
. . fcj^ (Q reprefs Luxury and Vice of every Kind j 
^5 ^ watcrhfuT C^re over our Britijb Trade and Ma? 
' * nyfadures, ^nd the wife Aj9:s of^Parliament paflfca 
. 6y him, far the Encouragement and Improvement 
of our ftaple Commodities^ the many glorious Suc- 
• cpfles his -Af ms. Y^crp bleft with Abroad, and the 
^5PP/ Q}?^^ ^^? Sybjeds enjoyed at home, ar^ alt 
V. Qir tnem ib many Pcmonfttatic«iSj that this gre^t 
Kjpg was not in tliq. Hands of a Prime Mnifte^. J 
1577- '" Rich AIL b the 5ecoj^0, by not treading^ in 
^^^, ^/ thQfc .StcpSj loft both his Crowh and his Life, 
Hi? TheHiftorian relates, "That he came to the 
."Throne with- grc^t Advantages j thq People 
. [^ were enanioiarcd with hitri^ and recpivcd ^ him 
^^ for their King wUh univcrfal Toy and SatisfaC- 
*^ tipn'j the Lpls of their brave iting, fo lately dc?* 
f< (^eafod, was ,qyit5 forgotten, being fwallowed up 
" wit*h the Hopes of that Happinefe, which they 
f * prpmifed thc^iifclyc?. under this his Succeflbr, 
3i|t Che Scene was fo entirely changed in a few 
Wd. p. y^ars Time, and the Taxes grew fo Infupportablc, 
*^^- (mpjpq from the Method of colleQing tbem^ than 
^-^ ^rojn their Qijant;ity) that one Rebellion was no 
fooncr quejl'd, than another broke put. The King 
Jiimfclf fcem'd only to have aflumed the Govern- 
jncnt, that he ipight throw hia own Power into 
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the Hands of a corrupt Prime MmJJer^ Mic^aiJ 
de la Pole^ Earl o{ Suffolk. He had grown ioftd- ihii. p. 
%nly fmn a low to a rich KJiatey hv ^Bribery ^^!/*'6 
Ibis Office and by embezUng t!hc publiclc Moncy:,by'* ^^ • ^ 
Grants from the Crown to bim atid bis Family 
and by opprefiing the ,Subjcds with ilkj^l -Taxes^ 
ibr which he afterwards compoundc-d with them in ' \ 

private.; that in the End, the Parliament petitio- 
ned the King to remove him from his 'Councils^; 
tod the King, bebg in no (Condition to difpitfc 
the Point, at length confented to this Demand. 
^^ And then (fays the Hiftorian) it appeared "how 
*^ ^ood a Prince King Richard was, when fcpara- ibid. 
*^ ted from evil CounfeL 

" The guilty Mimfier was with the Royal Ap^- 
*/ .probation dcpofed from all his Offices : his Eftate 
^' <)f 1000 /. a Year (cq^ual to 10,000 A now) was 
^^ corififcated, gnd he was fined in twenty thoufand 
^^ Marks.*' But the podr Monarch could not long 
hold the Reins of Government himfclf; he foon 
chofe another Prime Minijltr^ full as wicked as 
the former, ^Robert Duke of Ireland. His firfl; 
"Step was to fcreen Michael ae la Pcle'^ he perfua- 
ded the King to remit his Fine and rcftore him to 
his Eftate, and to difcountenancc thole NhbleSy 
who had procured his Difgrace ; telling his de- 
luded Sovereign, " That the main Aim of thofe H{/f. af 
.^' Nobtesy who procured the Sentence on Pok^ England, 
^* was to:. dethrone him by difgracing his Jirji^^!' ?* ' 
" Minifier *y for that it was an eafy Inference, 
[^^ that . the King is not fit to rule, who knows 
^^ not "whom to truft. By thcfe and fuch like Ar- 
." guments the King was wrought up to the Ruin ■] 

^* of thofe Lords y whom thcfe bad Minijlers ac- v^ 

^^ counted their Enemies/' ' Several Projeds were • : t 
formed to deftroy them by Force :^ but the univerfal »'^"^- 
Love the Nation bore them made this impradica- '^'^ P 
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1^ ^ The Minijier tr/d to pack a ParJiamtnt j 
but Tliat too was found iinpoifible, die Nation be- 
ing in'a* Flame againft the Court. Thcfe Attempts, 
proving unfucccfsful, produced a civil War, in 
ihid. p. which the AUnifietial Forces being routed, the 
*^»* Duh of Ireland and the JE^r/ of Su folk were both 
/. 263. fi^f^d to fly from publick juftice. " But the chief 
^ Tool of their Power, Sir Robert Trefiliany being 
^^ feized, was condemned in Parliament, and pur- 
^' fuant to their Sentence drawn through the City 
** of London on a Hurdle, and hanged at Tjw 
« burn:' After this publick Kdt of Juftice, the 
Nation was at Quiet for fome few Years, till the 
Earl of Rutland (9,iicY thsLt created Duh ofJw^ 
merle J became Prime Minijier. He, fearing the 
Fate of his Predecellbrs, refolved to remove thoie 
Jlurdy Patriots out of the Way, whohadaccom7 
plilhy the Ruin of the Duh of Ireland and Earl 
ihid^ /. of SufolL He therefore pacl^d a Houfc of Com-- 
^7^' mons by wicked Means, and got the Earlof Arun^ 
t ^7^* del and others to be impeached, condemned and 
^yg^ executed. This, and many other A6b of Op- 
preflion, fo difeufted the City of London ( from 
p. 280. whence the Uifguft fpread through the whole 
Kingdom) that every thing was ripe for a civil 
War. In this Conciitron were Affairs, whi^ the 
Prime Minijier^ as if delignedly -to compleat his 
Matter's Ruin, perfuaded him to go over to his 
Dominion of Ireland'^ where he had no fooncr 
ihtl /. landed, than the Duke cf Lancajler^ with a (hiall 
^8«. Body of foreign Troops, invaded thb Kingdom; 
and having fcizcd upon fome of the chief InAruh 
Wfl' 9f nients of the Minijier^ s Tyranny, and put them to 
England, Death, was by the whole Nation rccavcd as their 
r^'. I. /. Deliverer. The King, upon this News, returned 
^^' from Ireland y^with an Army^ufEcient to have main- 
tained his Crown, had they adhcr'd to him j bttt 
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fee the : Fidelity, that may be cxpe<Sked from all 
Prime AMfiifters I The Duke of Aumerh^ to whom 
the prefent Diftrcfs of the King's Affairs was 
chiefly owing, was the frfi that defertcd him j'^?v. p* 
difinifs'd his beft Troops, and fled over to the ^^4- 
Duke^ Lancaflery with 500 Men. Richard the 
Second was foon after himfelf betrayed into the 
Hands of his Enemy ; depofed from the Throne /y. 286. 
by his Parliament ; and at laft murdered in his/- ^ 87. 
Prifoit 

Henry the Fourthy who fuccceded him, as he 1399. 
tame to the Crown by the People's Choice, fo he 
mamtained himfelf in the Poflclfion of it^ by con- 
fiilting their Intereft. He never placed his rower 
out of his o\m Hand6 ; his Reign was indeed 
difturbcd by civil Wars, which his difputed Title, 
and the Burthen of neceflary Taxes drew upon 
him ; for, as the Hiftorian obferves. People d$^^^^' '• 
net laoe to buy even Happinefs too dear. But his *^^* 
wife Conduft, the able Minifters he employed, 
and the Equality he maintained in the Diftribution 
of his Favours, with his conftant Care of the 
Trade and Honour of this Nation, made him at 
laft a ViiSlor over all his Enemies, both at home 
and abroad, and laid the Foundation of his Son's 
Greatneis and Glory. 

Henry the Fifths during his fliort but glorious 141*3. 
Reign, had no Prime Minijler. The Hiftorian bid. p. 
ft-ys, " He chofe his CounfeUors amongft the 308. 
*' graveft and wifeft of Jiis Nobility ; he went in ibid. p. 
** Progrefs through many Parts of his Kingdom, 333- 
*^ and received all Complabts of male Admmiftra- 
** tion with Chearfulnels, even from the mcaneft 
^^ of his People. All Abufes of his Authority he 
** immediately reformed, not fpariug the greatejt 
^^ of his Minifiersy when he found them guilty 
*' of Misdemeanors :'' telling them, '* That fince '^'^ 
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^^ They had no Rcfpedt to his HonoUTy which 
^^ was wounded by their InjuJUce^ He could have 
^^ no Motive to favour them> but punifh them the 
" more fevercly ; bccaufe, for the Sake of a little 
^ Gain or Friendlhip, They had robb'd him of 
^' what he moft valued, his People's Love and 
" Affcaion. 
i'42j. Henry the Sixth was the Reverie of his wife 

and great Father, in. the whole Condud of his 
long, weak, and turbulent Reign. He had no 
fooner taken into his Hands the Power of the Go- 
vernment, than he bcilowed the whole Admini- 
ftration of it on one wicked Minifiet or ano- 
ther, 'till by their Means he was deprived of his 
Dignity, Liberty and Life. William dt la Poh 
was his firll Prim Minijiery and was fupportcd ia 
his Power by the Afccndant the Queen bad gain'd 
^£\2iS ^^^^ ^^^ Husband, even after the King had con- 
Vol, I. /. cciv'd a juft Avcrlion for him. The. Qppreffion 
393. of the Subjcd at home, the Lofles we fuftain'd 
ibia. p. abroad, and the Contempt brought upon our 
^^^* Councils, by Suffolk's Ignorance and Blundersyrai- 
fcd the Nation s Difcontent to ^e higheft Pitch. 
They faid, " It was no Injury to pitch upon 
/• 397* <* another King, fincc the, prefent Sovereign had 
" dcpofed himfelf in Efie6t, by fuffcring the Queen 
/. 40U . " and AJ^/o/ife to over-rule all." The Commons at 
length impeach'd him for Treafbn, and the Lords 
committed him to the Tower ; but during a Rc- 
/. 402. cefs of Parliament, the Queen procured his En- 
largement, and rcftorcd him to ms former Favour. 
This was fo highly refented by the Nation, that 
the Court were oUiged at laft to banilh him, in 
order to favQ his Liie : but That . proved ineficc- 
tual ; for the Ship, m which he embark'd for 
France^ was purfucd and taken by another Ship 
belonging to the Dukcof £pf^r^f, and St{fQlk.)mi^ 
-^ . ' felf 
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fclf was beheaded by the Captain near ptyver 
Sands. The next T^time Afwifier in this Reign md. ;, 
was the Duke i>f Somerfet j who, as Hiftory in- 409. 
forms us, ^* rofe high in Favour with the King and 
*^ Queen, ruling and governing all, as he pleafed. 
*^ The Nation was by no Means difpofcd to aRe-^. ^n, 
** bellion a^ainft the King ; ( for no Harm was 
^* meant Hira, good Man, who did no 111 to any. 
^ and defired the Nation's Welfare in all Things) 
** but a^inft the Queen, the ^Dtih of Somerfet y 
*^ and his Cabal, who ufurped the regal Autho- 
^^ rity. The firft' Attempt the Nobles made 
** was on the Duke of Somerfet ^ whom they 
^^ caufcd to be arretted in the Queen's Bed- 
^ Chamber, and fent to the Tower, in order 
^^ to anfwer the Crimes that ihould be laid to his 
** Charge in the enfuing Parliament. According- 
^^ ly he was there accufed of high Treafon ; but 
** by the Queen's Influence that Parliament was 
*^ diflblved and the Duke was fct at Liberty/' 
Upon This, the Nobles rofe in Arms, and declared ibid. 
for the Hoilp: of Tbrk : the Court too railed an 
Army, which was totally defeated ; the King him- 
fclf " was takciTPrifoner, and the Prime Minifterp* 412, 
** was flain in the Adion." The reft of this Reign 
was one continued Scene of civil War, till it end- 
ed in the King's Murder, and in the Transfer of 
the Crown to another Family, The Character gi- »'^'^- A 
ven this Prince in Hiftory is, " That he might 4^7» 
^' have been as good a King as England ever had, 
*^ if he had been guided by a wife and good Coun- 
^* cil; but he was ruled by Favourites and by his 
" Queen, whofe ambitious affuming the regal 
^^ Power beyond her Sphere made it thought no 
'^^ Rebellion to take it out of her Hands, and put 
^^ it where it would be better ordered, and was 
*^ more due. The King's Fall was much pitied, 
^^ bccaufe, as to his Pcrlon, undcfcrvcd ; but the 
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^^ common Geood fo much required a Change, 
^* that it was judged better Om fuffer an Injury^ 

1461. ^' rather than the whole Nation perijh. 

Edward the Fourth^ though perhaps too much 

^ft- ^f addided to Pleafurc, was in the main a wife and 

F^. L I ^t>le Monarch. He never had a Prime Minijler ; 

433. but relyed upon the Advices of a well^chofen Cotw^ 
€il^ and on his own Abilities. This Condudk ac-i 

*^/V N quired him a Crown, and This recovered it fou 

441'. hiiin when it was fnatcht away by the Treacbeiy 
of lomc, in whom he moft confided. As his own 

/. 445. good Capacity always led him into the Meafurea^ 
moft conducive to the Honour and Intercft of the 
Kingdom, fo That made him m general more an 

/. 449. Objcdt of the PeopleV Affedions, than was to be 

ibui. p. cxpeded in a Time of fuch Confufion and Blood-? 

47^-g^^ flied. The only Weaknefs of his Reign (and, as 

/! 482! S^r ^omas More obfcrves, by which Occalion was 
iven after his Death, to the Ufurpation of his 
rother Richard) was his over Fondnels for the 
Queen ; at whofe Importunity he promoted her faji 
fr/>«rfj,bcvond what either their Birth or Abilities 
could entitle them to ; by which the antient Nih 
hility and the great Commoners were difobligcd. 

14^3- Edward the Fiftbj by this bad Politicks of his 

Father^ loft his Crown and Life. 

14S3. Richard the 7%irdy in his ihort Reign, afford-^ 

cd no Inftance of a Prime Mimjlery unlefe the 

i3/V. /. Duke of Buckingham may deferve that Title. He 

^^coi. ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ Crown on this Ufurper's 

Head J but either he was not gratified, according 

to his Expedbtions ; or elfe he was apprehenfivc. 

that his Majier could not long maintam his ill- 

acquired Dignity,; for he foon after engaged in 

ihld. p, ^ Confpiracy againft him, which proved fatal to 

5° 5' them both ; for the Duke was at firft taken and 

*' ^^ • beheaded as a Tray tor ; but the Storm, he had 

raifedj^ 
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raiiHy was not to be quelled, but bf tbe Death oimd. p. 
the Ufurper. 512. 

Henry the Severrfb was indeed tOQ prudent ^^^^S* 
Prince, to truft his' whok Pmver in tl^e Hands qf 
any one Mnijkt \ and yet he often gave more Au- 
thority to a Fewy than was confident either with 
his great Sagacity^ or his Intereft. An unhappy f. 636. 
Iiove of Money . frequently betrayed him into this 
Aiiftake in Government, and made him rather em-? 
pby the bafe Inftruments of gratifying that Paf^ 
fion, than Those, who were better qu^lify'd for 
the real Service of the State. To this mpopular 
Foibkj in a Britj/b, Sovereign, were owing many 
of thofe Infurreoions, whidiy under a we^er Fo« 
litician, muft have ended in Deftrudion. The/f(if,vy 
oppreffive Subfidy in 148.9 (though granted ia^f^Mr 
Parliament) caufed a Rebellion in the Norths in l! * t 
which the chief Promoter of the Tax, the Earl of 
Nbrtbtmberland^ fell a Sacrifice to popular Refent- 
ment* Another Parliamentary Aid m 1496 wa^ 
(b grievous to the Cornifb Men, that they rofe in ^^i^* h 
Arms, tooppofe the levying it; and after fome^^'^'g^ 
Succcls in thelf^, marched m a Body on to{[ g'lo, 
JLondon\ and came as far as Black Heath j where 
they encountered the royal Forces in a pitcht Bat- 
tle. Towards the latter End of this Kcign, the 
King's Love of Money increafing with his Age, 
Empjfbn and Dudley^ Those Leeches of the'*^'^«^. 
People (as Lord Eoicon calb them) built their ^^9* 
Greatnefs upon their fin^tdar Talents of devifing P- ^l^ 
new Methods, how to raafe Money; in which they ^' ^"^^ 
{o cruelly fqueex'd and opprcfe'd the Subjeds, 
whilfl: the King's Coficrs abounded with Treafure, 
which he could not ufe, that in the End the whole 
Kingdom was difpofed to rebel. The Hiftorian 
therefore recounts it, as one of the Felicities of 
^js Reign, << That an opportune Death with- ibid. /, 
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^ dfew the King from any future iMow of For-* 
*^ tunc ; which ccrtainlv, in Regard of the great 
^^ Hatred of his People, had not been impoffible 
^ to have come upon him. 
tsog. ^ Henry the Eighth found no other Method of re- 
g^^^^ calling the hji AffeBlons of his Subjefts, but by 
V^.u * giving up to publick Tuftice thofe two wicked 
Mintfiers^ Empfon and. Dudley* who, being 
guilty of that very worft of Treaions, alienating 
ibid. p. 6. the Peoples Hearts from iheir Saver eign^ were be- 
headed on the i8th oiAuguJiy ijio. This wife 
A&, procured the new King the whole Nation's 
Love; which he prefcrved for many Years, 'till 
the oppreflive Condufl: of his own Prime Minijlery 
f. 14. Wolfeyy ftagger'd their Loyalty. The Gharader of 
this ambitious Statefman has been fo often let forth 
^ -" of late, in all its Colours, that I Ihall only ob- 

fcrve at prcfent, that he engaged his Matter in 
ibid. p. many fruitlefsy ir glorious Expeaitions abroad^ which 
'^' funk the Honour 03 much as they drained the 
/. 50. Treafure of the Nation ; that He was fo infolcnt 
/. 55. as to ufurp the regal Style ; fcldom (peaking of 
t' S 8- his Majiers ASiions^ but under the Title, We did 
ibid. p'2s fo '^ that he fold his Sovereign's Alliance^ by Turns, 
30- 34- to every Potentate in Europe ; 'till at length there 
p. 70. 83. ^^^ (carce a Prince left, who thought it worth the 
85. purchafing* and laft of all, that he accumulated 

/• to6. fo vaft an Eftate, as to form a Projedt of making 
i Hifl. of himfclf independent of the Crown. I ihall end 
I ^ngJ^n^' his Charafter, with what the Writer of thofe 
^^^2, /. 'j-jj^^g^ ^^ j^qJj. partial to Him, the Lord Herbert 

/. 125. fays, ^' One Error was that He ^nd His were 
4bid. p, « in veiled with a hateful Multiplicity of Office Ji and 
149- « Places '^ which as it drew much Envy on the 
*' Cardinal in particular, fo it derogated no little 
*' from the regal Authority ^ while one Man alone 
[ ^ fccmcd to cxhauft it all. Since it becometh 
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^ Princes to do, like the good Husbandmen, when 
*' they fow the Ground, which is to fcattcr, and 
^^ not throw all in one Place. The Difgracc and 
*^ Imprifonment of this overgrown Monfter of 
<' Power (in which he died of Grief) foon reco- 
^^ vercd the ftrajdng Affidions of the People, who 
^' were never more cffeftually gained, than by fucb 
^^ a Sacrifice j but this happy Turn laftcd not long. 
The popular Difcontents were revived by the 
many Changes in Religion, and by the exorbitant 
Power thrown into the Hands of Cromwell^ who mi p. 
was made Pritjy Seal-, Lord ChamberlaWj Knight ^o^- 
of the Gartery and Vicegerent general in Spirituals. P* 222* 
To him Lord Herbert attributes the Taxes in 
\53^r which occafioned a moft fbrmidaUe Rebel- ibU. p. 
lion in Lincolnfrire^ Tbrkjbirey and other Parts; and ^^5* 
confifted of no Icfs than 30,000 Men, who were t] ^^^ * 
not difpers'd, but upoq Promife of calling a Free 
Parliament. To Wm He like wife attributes the 
heavy Taxes in 1539, which he fays, ^^ equally ^^ J"' 
^' opprefs'd both the Clergy and the Laity: and 223/ 
^^ made the Author of them fo univerfally nated, 
*^ that the King gave Way to the Accufations 
^' againft him ; ancf then it was evident he mufl 
^^ falL For it was impoffible that one, who raed- 
^^ died fo much in all the great and publick A£^ 
*^ fairs, fhould not in diverfe fo miftdce and err, 
^^ as to incur the Note of a Criminal, when In- 
^* quifitions were made againft him. The Dit- 
*' grace and Imprifonment of Cromwell was rccci- 
** ved by the People with many Acclamations, 
^^ that witnels their Joy; fo impafievt are they «/?/- 
^^ ally of the good Fortune of Favourites. And 
*' all former Faults being imputed to Him, every 
^^ one began to hope for a better Age. He was 
^^ attainted in Parliament of Crimes great and 
** cqormous, and fucb as d^fervcd capital Punifli- 

ment ; 
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^^ menC; but as He was not permitted to an«» 
^^ fwer for himfelf^ the Proceedings were thought 
^^ rigorousf but (b iew pitied Him, that ait was 
*^ pak xyvety 4«xi he was executed on TmtP-bill 
ibid. p. ^^ in J($fy iS^oJ' The reft of this Reign, as it was 
225. free from my Prime Mtrijery (b was it likewiib 

from Rebdlion& 
1547. Edward the Sisaby daring his ffaort Reign of 

Minority^ had no lefe than two Prime Minifters. 
The wtt was the Duke efStmerfn ; who, though 
Unelc to the King, and Prol:e(^r of the King- 
dom by Election, could not avoid tihe Fate, that 
in this Gouhtry naturally attends on too much 
Power, when vefted in tne Hands cH ene Suh}e^ 

Htft. of ^^^ ^^ST^^S ^*^ ^^S^^ AutboriPf was his onl J^ 
England, Criitie ; This ratfed InfurreBiens^ through the Kmg^ 
Vol. I. p. dom ; This united the <iiief of the N^biUty agaiiS 
^bu p ^^^ ; This procured his Imprilbnment in the Tow- 
296. 297. ^f ^ *5f9 y ^^ ^^ ^*n^ ^^ Head in 1552. 
p. 300. The anibitious Author of his Ruin, the Dtih of 
p. 306. N^thumberlandy fuccecdcd him in Power, and 
3 24.^^^' foon became the Ot^ed: of the Nation's Hatred j 
ibid. p. He even contrived to fix the Crown upon a Ladyy 
325- who had married into his own Family ; and when 
A 326- he bad brought his royal Mafter to confcnt to 
'' ^^^* that Settlement, he was ftrongly fulpedcd to havc^ 
poyfoned him. Sir John Hayward and Godwyn 
both agree that this Suipiqion was founded on no 
P , trivial ConjoAures. The/ww^r of thefe Writers 
t' L325 J j[^y^ a 'j*^^ People left nothing unfpoken, which 

** might fervc to ftir Hatred againft Northumht^ 
^^ /^»rf, and Pity towards die Kuig; but the Duke 
^^ Was nothing moved hereat ; for bemg equally 
•* obftinate, both in PUrpofe and Defirc, and mount* 
^^ ing his Hopes above the Pitch c£ Rcaibn, he 
^' refolved then to dil^ble no longer, but began 

, ^* openly 



( i? ) 



^^ cpcdy to play his Game ; a Game, for which 
^ he juftly loft his Hc.ad in the fuccccding Reign. 
J^een Mary^ in her Reign, had but one Prime 
Afinifiefy Gardiner^ Bilhop of Winchejler* who ^ 333- 
made the. Nation a Scene of Blood and Defola- g^^j^^ 
tioD, in order to obtain for himfelf a Cardinal's y^L I. /. 
XIat. For that Purpofe, he promoted and accom- 351^ 
.pliih'd that hateful Spanijh match^ which, had it 
proved fruitful, muft have, made thi^Ifland a Pro- 
vince dependent on Spain. It met with the uni- /^// p. 
vcrfel Difepprobation of the People, and railed a 339. 
JElebellion j which, but for an accidental Pifap- 
pQiQtniejfit, had prcAabjy ovcttumcd the whole 
.Government, This avowed Difguft oceafioncd^ 34'* 
\ihefe Articles in the Treaty of Marriage, whereby^' ^^^[ 
.the Liberties of this Kingdom were fccured, as 
^much M Words >can fecurcagamft Power. Gardi-' 
. ne/s ilmukring PoUticksy m contriving fb unnatu- 
,j?al an Alliance, foon involved the Nation in a War ibid. p. 
(With Frafife^ in whi^ we loft that important Har^ ^^^ g 
ho^^ oi Calais ; a Lofs, which fo a^acd the poor, ^^ J.'/ 
Jelufkd \^ienj as to be the immediate Occafion 358. 
.6i her Death. 

^een JBJizabeth fuccccded ; and, in her long, i5$3* 
wife and glorious Reign, not one Prime Minijljer 
.appeared* HerPeople^siovc was the ft rong iJ^yii 
01 her Qovernmenty as their Intereft was the on- 
ly Drift of her Coiwicils. Camden, fays, ^^\ On f^\£^ 
** all^ whom ihe ever admitted bto her Miniftry, ^"f *i" ^^ 
^' ihe beftowed her Favours withfo much Caution 369. 
^^ and fo Hitk DiJlinBion^ as to prevent any from 
"getting the Afcendant over Her^ whereby flic :. , 
" remain'd Miftrefs of her fclfj preferving their Tf 

" Aficcftions, and her own Power and Authority ^ ' 

*^ entire." Upon this Maxim flie always modeird 
her Miniftry ; therefore, in 1568, flie protected g^j^^ 
Qcil (afterwards Lord BurhighJ even againft her y^^ \^ ^^ 
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greatelt fcrfoual Favourite y the Earl of Leiceflety 
who with other Lords had confpired his Over- 
throw ; and fomc Years after, llie as firmly fup- 
^ovttd. Leicejter againft the Artifices oi CeciL 
ihil p. She fent the Earl of Leiceji^r in 1586, to affift the 
471. 541. D^f^ij againft the King of Spain. He was there- 
upon chofen Governor of the united Provinces ; 
but no looncr did the States complain of him, for 
abufing his great Power, but this jujl ^een re- 
called her Favourite with Difgrace, The Ferfon, 
whom ihe next honoured with the higheft Marks 
ibid^ /. of her Favour, Was the Earl of EJJex ; but when 
f ^60 ^^ began to affcdl a Superiority over his Fellow 
^' ^' MiniJierSy afluming more Authority than his Mi- 
ftrefs intended for his Share, fhe openly curbed 
p, 626. his overweening Ambition; turned him out of his 
Employments ; and called him to Account for his 
ibid. p. Condudk in them. This afpiring Statefman here- 
629. upon entered into Cahals againft her Meafurcs, in 
^y^' order to force himfelf into Place ; his principal 
Scheme for this Purpofe was, by contriving a. Rup- 
ture between the J^een and the next Heir to the 
i^d* p* Crown;, which proving abortive, he was at laft 
^^7- conftrained to undergo the juft Punilhment of his 

traiterous Confpiracies. 

1603. James the Firfi fuccceded this great Queen ; 

and though he was too weak to tread in her Steps, 

yet he reaped many happy Benefits from her juft 

Adminiftration ; which had created in the Minds 

of the whole People fuch an habitual Reverence 

for the Throne, as all his bad Policy could never 

quite extinguifh. His was, in Truth, the Rei^ 

\^ of Prime Mimjlers. Sir Robert Car was the firft.' j 

who, for fomc Time, was forced to ihare in Power 

with the wife Cecily Earl of Salisbury ; and fo long 

^/^. * Affairs were tolerably well conducted ; " but, 

•69/. ' ^' upon Ceci^^ Death^ Sir Robert took full Pofleffi- 
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^^ on of the King's Favours ahm j receiving all 
** PachtSy and difpatcbing Aufwers^ without the 
^ Knowledge of the King or Council ;or, if the 
*' King did know, his Love had hoarded up fuch 
^^ a Confidence in him, as he laid out all on that 
** Stock. He grafpt at all Emplpyments : not 
*' caring whom he difobligcd, or wfiat Malice he ^'fl- ^f 
pulled upon himfclf; nor would he fuflcr ^Y^f^\\* 
Place at Court, or Dignity in State, to be be- ^.'697. 
*^ flowed, which was not fweetened with his/. 698. 
Smile, as giving it, or their Bounty that enjoy'd 
it.'' So that by his many foul Devices, " and 
by his fcandalous Sale oi Offices, it was thought 
" he engrofs*d a Mafs of Coin, as if^ his Soul in- 
*^ tended to take her Eafe. This and liis other 
*^ Mifcarriagcs procured him fuch a ]s[umber of 
*^ Undetmimrs^ that he flood upon a tottcrine 
^^ Foundation, having no Support but the royal 
*^ Favour ; which was at laft removed, by laying 
*^ before the King his crying Guilt*" The King uift. 0/ 
confented to his Txyal,. and many oihis Creatures England, 
were put to Death for , their Share in his Offences ; ^^^- ^^* 
but he himfelf, to the no fmall Difcredit of his ^; 5^^; 
Mafter, was only confined to a mean^ ohfcure Rer 
treat '^ in which he languilh'd out his Days, with- 
out that publick Puniihinent, which he dclerved. 
The next Prime Minijter was the J) like of Buck^ ibu, p, 
ifjgham^ who for many Years was 7^/^ Gotw/zor of 709. 
all Affairs, and enrich a himfelf '^d all \h Reld-P- 728. 
tions witji Places^ f enlioris and Grants^ ironj the ^yj^^d^ 
Crown; for which he foon after rewarded his^. 23. 
homtiful Majiery in the Manner, which may be ex- 

Ecdkcd froraf all fuch Fa^opmites. , The Kiqg h^d 
:t his Heart, upon a Match between his Son . and 
the Infanta of Spaitjy which was juflly odiovis ta 
the whole Nation ; Buckingham /tHercjRw, who ^^A* ^f 
knew. h9w univerfally he was <ifctq|ed, re(olveito:^^^^^ . 
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become popular at the Expcnce of hw^ Mafiei^s 
Honour^ by oppofing all his Meafures in this Af- 
fair. He firft propofcd to the Prince a Journey 
. into Spain^ which he afterwards forced the King 
Cla;«n- to Qonfent to ; " and this, (as Lord Clarendon 
Wft of ^* ^^y^) P^ved the Means, whereby that dcfigned 
Rebellion, *^ Marriage, which had been fo many Years in 
Vol. I. ^' Treaty,* was folely broken ; for, upon their Re* 
Bcoku a turn, the King found that the Prince was totally 
ibid p. " ^^^^^^^ from aU Thoughts-of, bi- BMinttion to 
19/ ^^ the Marriage; and that He, as well as/ the 
** Duhe^ was refolved to break it, without his 
.... ^^ Approbation or Confcnt.'' The Duke therefore, 
31,22. ^condcd by the Countenance the Prince gave him> 
engaged the Parliament to addrefs the King againft 
the Spanijb Match, and to enter into a War with 
. Spain. He likewifc projcdrd the Ruin of the 
ihid. p. -E^^' of Middlefex^ thcti Lord Treafuter, and one 
23. of the King's moft famured Minijiers\ which he 

accomplifhed, by procuring fome leading Men in 
the Houfe of Commons to carry up an Impeach- 
ment againft that Lord to the Houfe of Peers • 
and there conducing Matters fo, as to get him to 
be condemned to a large Fine, and long Imprifon- 
ment. And now he knew the King would never 
ibid. p. ^^rgive him ; he thei^fore refolved to keep his 
23, 14. Power in Ipite of him ; whidi he found no other 
Means of ending, but by fomenting a Breach be- 
Hift^ of twcen tiie King and the Prince^ and engaging the 
England, Son to head the Oppofition to his Fathen^s Mea- 
FcllL fcLtcs. The Vexation this gave the old Mmatch^ 
^' ^ ^ meeting with an Aguiih Difpofition in his Blood,^ 
foon turned, fib/a^ into a violent Fever, in which he' 
Htft. of died ; not without ftrong Suipicion of his bcinj 
England, poyfoned by a Plaijier^ which Buckingham appliec 
VeU IL jiQ jjjg Side. Andf this Sufpipion was the more 
t2^^* confirmed, inafeudh as it was wdl known (as my 
^^ : Lora 
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Lord* Qanndon fays) ' ^ That whaa King ^ams aarend. 
*<- was informed whac the Dake had< ib confidently ^^fi'ff 
*' avowed in Pariiamcnt, for wWdi he had not^^^j * 
*^ Authority, or theleaft Diredkioo from him, and ^i, i, 
^^ a ^at rart whereof tmnielf knew to be iii&, \f^ 22* 
^^ and that he had adviied an utter Breach of the 
^* Treaty j and to enter upon a War with Spain^ 
^^ He was infinitely offended. So that he wanted 
^^ only a refolute and brisk CounfeUor to aflift him 
^^ ia deftxoying the Duke ^^and fuch an one he 
*^ promised himfelf in the Earl ofBrifiol^ whom 
*^ he expedcd cvjcry Day." No Wonder then if 
this poor King did not long fiu'vive the Earl of 
JBriftofs Return to England. 

Charks the Firfiy as the ZiOrd Oarendon iays, 1625. 
*^ came to the Crown with as univerfal a Joy in 
" the People, as can be imagined. It was ex- ibid. p. 
^ pedted by Thofc, who knew the great Jealouly H» ^S* 
^^ and Indignation, that the PrinC4 h^ heretofore 
^^ conceivecl againfl the Duhs of Backin^hamj for 
^^ havbg been once very near flriking him, That 
^ He would now remember that Infolcnce, of 
^ which He then (d often complained. But in- 
^ itead of that, He placed his mtire Confidence 
^ in him, the moft that ever King had fhewed to 
^ any Sutjedt AH Preferments in the Church' 
f ^ and State were given by him ; all his Kindred 
^ and his Friends were promoted to the Degree 
^ in Honour, Riches or Ofikes, that He thought 
^ fit, and ail has Enemies and Eiivvers were difcoun- 
^ tenanced, as he s^^cmited. This foon wrought 
^ a vifible Change in die Affibdions of the Na- 
^ tion towards their Sovereign.'* Tbc fruidels /3;V/. /. 
Eicpeditions aim)ad, and the oppreffive Methods 26. 38« 
of raifing Money at home, joined to the innate g^^^^ 
Hatred thb Nation bears to P & i m e M i« r^/. IIL 
KzsTfiBia, raifed a Difcootent agaii^ the Govern- a 9* 

ment,?* *^ 
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mcnt, which even this Maffs Death (being by a 
private Hand) could not appcafc. Lord Clann^ 
^"**^- dim fays himfclf that *' The Venom of his Time 
'Miion ^^ cocrcas'd and got Vigour, till from one Licence 
^oh I. ' " to , anpther it proceeded, until the Nation was 
\ook I. " corrupted to that monftrous Degree, that it 
.41. u gfcw fatiated and. weary of the GovemracnL** 
Indeed the continuing the fame Meafures, this 
lift, of Prime Mintfifr had fct on Foot, till the Liber- 
''"/ill* ^^'^ of the Nation were thought in Danger, and 
y^j^ * in the End the) liilening almoft entirely to the 
.^48. Counfel of the Earl of f^trafford (who from a hufy 
Stickier fox Liberty in one Adnuniftration, was. 
lift, of become the Inftrument of arbitrary Power in ano-^. 
vfill ?^^^) brought on' that difoial Scene of Gonfufion, 
^g. ' in which the King wa^ unhappily deprived of his 
63. Crown, Liberty and Life. 
^S* Thus I have given a ihort Account of the- 

\ ^^] Reigns, from the Gonqueft down to the Reftora-* 
tion, as to that fingle Article of Prime Minijkrs*y 
which I ihall clofe with one remarkable Sentoxre 
of the Hifiorian^ whofe Authority I have cWcfly 
Vti, p. 9. niade Ufe of in the foregoing Pages. ^' The. F^- 
^' vourites of every Prince were always odious tO' 
" the Effglijb Vcopk. Not only Selt^Love, En* 
" vy. Ambition, Difguft and Revenge do natu- 
*^ rally create aq Averfion to any One Suhje(9:, 
^' who le^ms to , cn2;ro{s and appropriate to Jbim- 
^^ felf the common Father of the People. But the 
f ^ laudable Ai^ions, that prompt to Imjiartiality, 
^^ Tcndcmcfs to but Prince, and Love to our- 
*5 Country, all conipire to make every ipdi^rent 
^^ Perfon an Enemy to the One powerful FeUfni^ 
*^ Member y that comma^nds over the. Mead, an4 
^^ ufurps over the whole Body/' 

It would fcarce have been iafe, I am fure it 
wpi4d not liave been prudent, thus to entertata 

the 
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the Publick with the difmal Confequcnccs, that 
have hitherto followed, upon veiling all Power in 
One Matij but at a Time like ThiSy when it is 
the Joy of all good Men to fee that there is no 
one Prime Minijlef at the Helm ; but that fevcral 
equally ahle^ equally virtuom and great Men jointly 
draw on the welUballanced Machine of Statey which 
therefore cannot, as I pray it may not, totter. 

I Ihall conclude thb Itort Abftradt of Hiftory 
with the Obfcrvation of as wife a Politician, as 
ever England bred. ^^ That there never yet was 
** a Prime Mtnifler in Britain^ but cither broke 
^* his own Necky or his MaJler^Sy or hotby unlefe 
*^ He faved his own by facrificing his Mafie/s. 

As the Reader may perhaps be deiirous to be- 
hold at one View the diverle Cafualties of the 
fundty Prime Mtnijlers above-mentioned, I have 
here lubjoined a Table of Them. 



PRIME MINISTERS. 

DY'D by the Halter -r— ^ . 3 

Ditto by the Axe — — * 10 

Ditto by STURDY Beggars — —-^-^ 3 

Ditto untimely by private Hands — •— a 

Ditto in Imprifonment ■ ' — » 4 

Ditto in Exile — ~ _— . 4 

Ditto Penitent — . i 

Saved by facrificing their Matter — - 4 

Sum Total of Prime Minzsters*-^ 31 
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